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British, for New York. July 3, bark Good News, American, for Balti- 
more, Md., and steamship Freshfield, British, for St. Lucia, West 
Indies. July 5, ship Annie M. Law, British, for Mobile, Ala. , and 
steamship Wordsworth, Belgian, for New York, N. Y. 

Bespectfully, yours, R. Gleaey, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, V. 8. M. H. S. 

CHINA. 

Plague in Amoy. 

Poochow, China, June 20, 1897. 

Sir : I have just arrived from Amoy, where I spent two days and a 
half. At these two ports (Amoy aad Poochow) one has to accommo- 
date himself to the dates when he can sail from one to the other. I 
wanted more time in Amoy, but there was no other ship for at least 
eight days. 

Everyone at Amoy has known for weeks that plague existed among 
the Chinese, yet every ship has had practically a clean bill of health. 
The consulate and all residences of foreigners are on an island. Across 
the bay, on the water front, are all business offices, and back of this the 
Chinese city. But no foreigner goes back of his office. The so-called 
port physician is a private practitioner (English) in the employ, often 
with a yearly stipend, of the foreign business men — that is, he answers 
all calls for their families, but is paid a fixed sum per year. His only 
official position is that of physician to the Chinese customs officials (all 
foreigners) and inspector of emigrants starting south. But this is done 
more for the steamship companies to help them avoid any quarantine 
detention at Hongkong, Singapore, etc. So his whole work is inter- 
woven with the commercial interests to such an extent that, as he never 
goes into the Chinese city, he never knows whether an epidemic exists 
or not. In spite of his willful blindness he has been obliged to take 
cognizance of 2 deaths from plague this year. So his certificates to 
the United States consul have, I understand, stated that fact as if it 
comprised the whole truth. He is also sanitary inspector at Amoy for 
Hawaii, and frankly confessed to me that he did not consider it his 
duty in that capacity "to hunt up any plague cases in Chinatown," as 
he expressed it. 

It was only necessary for me to accompany a medical missionary 
(American) and his Chinese student for a few hours to have 7 cases 
shown me, and be assured his student had more, only they would 
decline to allow a foreigner to see them. The very interpreter at the 
consulate, in answer to my question, said there must be 100 cases a day 
of plague in the Chinese city and the country districts were full of it. 

I saw parts of Amoy with all shops closed, stands with smoking 
incense-sticks and other religious emblems in front of each and a pro- 
cession of merchants in "mourning robes," with incense-sticks in their 
hands, marching about chanting prayers for deliverance. Of course, I 
had to accept the interpretation of the missionary and his student for 
the meaning of these things. The interpreter at the consulate said the 
mandarin had ordered shops closed in parts of the city. 

The new appointee, A. Burlingame Johnson, Esq., of Colorado, came 
from Hongkong to Amoy with me, but has not yet relieved General 
Kemper, the retiring consul. 
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It seems a strange coincidence that the "port physician," twelve 
hoars after my arrival in Amoy, should send the consul his first certifi- 
cate that plague was epidemic in Amoy. A steamship was sailing for 
New York that day. I am not sure that my advice to cable will be 
heeded. Neither consul wishes the responsibility. I expect to see 
Consul-General Jernigan at Shanghai in time to have him cable before 
the steamship City of Peking (the last which touched at Amoy) can 
reach San Francisco. 

No further case of plague was found in Hongkong after June 5 up to 
the 15th. 

Very respectfully, S. D. Brooks, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. M. S. 

CUBA. 

Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports. 

July 30 : The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports that 
during the week ended July 29 there were in that city 40 deaths from 
yellow fever and no deaths from smallpox. 

July 26 : The United States consul at Sagua la Grande reports that 
during the two weeks ended July 24 there were in that city 74 cases of 
yellow fever, deaths not reported, and 112 cases of smallpox, deaths not 
reported. 

Habana, Cuba, July 80, 1897. 

Sib : I have the honor to transmit the following report for the week 
ended July 29, 1897 : 

Yellow fever. — The number of cases have decreased, according to the 
reports issued from the military hospitals. Particularly does the 
decrease appear in the reports from the largest hospital, called the 
Alphonso XIII. On Thursday, July 22, there were in that hospital 
161 cases of yellow fever, while the report for Thursday, July 29, shows 
130 cases of that disease, a decrease of 31 cases within the week. From 
personal contact with members of the staff of this hospital, I am pre- 
pared to say that these reports are correct. This disease seems to have 
made some headway in the city, judging from the deaths recorded as 
yellow fever in conjunction with those in the mortality table set forth 
as occurring from pernicious fever. 

Smallpox did not cause a death during the week, and it has almost 
disappeared from the military hospitals. The deaths from intestinal 
diseases are increasing, many of them occurring among very young 
children. 

Passenger traffic with the United States has fallen off and there is 
less work in this direction, which is often disagreeable, as the people 
here are under a wrong impression as to the existence of this office, 
many of them appearing to lose sight of the fact that it is to protect the 
United States, and not an institution based on the methods in vogue 
here. 

No eases of sickness have been discovered on vessels in port, except 
that of the coal passer on the steamer Serguranea, already reported, 
and as stated, this man died from no infectious disease. 

The weather continues warm, with frequent heavy rains, often flood- 
ing and blockading streets near the harbor, and each heavy rain forces 
much filth into the bay. 



